I 140 acts 
I and counting 

I Koi Music Fest 
| continues 
I to grow. 
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Terry FoxRun raises $26,000 



Cheers Conestoga, a new beer is here 

The Sanctuary Bar is now the new home of The Conestoga Lager 
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Now deep thoughts decides to reinstate 

with Conestoga College sale of bus passes 


Random questions answered by random students 

Who is the most evil 
Disney villain of all time? 





NEED A DOCTOR?? 

Room 1A102, Student Life Centre, 
Doon Campus 

519-748-5220 Ext. 3679 
Full Time Nurse available 
8:30-4:30 





Talent and skills allow for international travel 
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Running out of room for cheap rent 

No plans to supplement student housing in Waterloo Region 


BY LAURIE SNEL L 

This is the first of a three- 
part series on the cost of living 
in Waterloo Region 

As summer winds down and 
the moving trucks pull away, 
students are beginning to feel 
the repercussions of their 
Sept, 1 rental agreements. 
You can pay a whole lot for 
a hole-in-the-wall apartment, 
or pay a little less and forego 
your privacy- Depending on 
your financial circumstance, 
the available housing in the 
Region of Waterloo probably 
made that decision for you, 

A report on housing afford- 
ability, an insufficient min- 
imum wage and a huge 
increase in the demand for 
shelter beds, was presented 
to regional council on Sept. 6. 
This report emphasized these 
coinciding trends and found 
a dwindling standard of liv- 
ing for certain income brack- 
ets within the region. Despite 
this, the Region of Waterloo is 
reluctant to supplement hous- 
ing costs for other income lev- 
els, including students. 

With an influx of almost 
55,000 post-secondary stu- 
dents in the area each 
September, this area's econ- 
omy feels the burden of stu- 
dents leaving in the sum- 
mer, and the boon when they 
return. It comes as a surprise, 
however, that the report did 
not touch on students or stu- 
dent housing at all, although, 
it did cover housing for low- 
income persons, which is an 
income bracket that most stu- 
dents fall into. 


M Finding good land adds 
more complexity to 
(the housing issue). 77 
- Deb Schlichter, 
Region of Waterloo 
director of housing 


The report highlighted that 
low-income persons, who 
receive social assistance from 
the government — including 
a shelter allowance of $300 
— do not make enough to 
meet rent for low-end bach- 
elor apartments in the region. 
Students are arguably worse 
off financially than low- 
income individuals because of 
the difficulty in balancing a 
full course load, part-time job 
and a social life. This balanc- 
ing act finds students focus- 
ing less on school and more on 
surviving long days. 

Director of housing for the 
Region of Waterloo, Deb 
Schlichter, said students and 



ROOD) to grow 


non-students alike face simi- 
lar dilemmas in this economy. 
With housing costs steadily on 
the rise, supply and demand 
is at the root of the problem. 

“It'll be difficult (for stu- 
dents) in any university 

because they're competing 
with everybody else for that 
same base of unit. Students 
are looking for housing that's 
close to the universities and 
they're looking for housing 
that's suitable, but the supply 
of one-bedroom units is very 
tight, “ Schlichter said. 

Some other barriers to 
affordable housing in the 
region are minimal vacant 
land, boundaries on the city 
in terms of growth and few 
appropriately zoned proper- 

“Finding good land adds 
more complexity to (the hous- 
ing issue). (And) there are 
a lot of obstacles to buying 
rental units. There's not a lot 
of incentives, there's a lot of 
obstacles to building it and 
not a lot of payoff with what 
type of income students can 
bring,” Schlichter said. 

Marty Green, a Remax 
manager, Realtor, and a land- 
lord himself, has watched 
the housing market gradu- 
ally increase over the last few 

"The trend for rising hous- 
ing prices is continuing, and 
in my opinion is starting to 
get out of reach of the young, 
first-time home buyer,” he 

“We’re seeing ... there’s very 
few houses being sold under 
$200,000 so that suggests to 
me that there aren’t many in 
that price point anymore ... 
People are not able to pur- 
chase their own home so their 
only other option is to rent, so 
that's why the rental market 
has tightened up,” he said. 

Green added that rapid 
transit is a main factor in ris- 
ing housing costs. The Remax 
Realtor advises students look- 
ing for a rental property to get 
at least one kilometre away 
from the college or university, 
to escape high rent based on 

, “I don't know if there’s, a 



First-year early childhood education student Vicky Frichitthavong 
opens the door to her home for the next eight months — 
Conestoga residence — on Sept. 


lot the government can do — 
that’s a supply and demand 
problem for housing. The 
demand is always going to 
outweigh the supply ... They 
should be deregulating the 
rules on tenancy in Ontario 
because ... the tenancy act is 
so severely weighted against 
the landlord,” said Green, who 
believes Realtors should be 
leading by example in becom- 
ing landlords, but many are 
discouraged by the strict laws. 

The average bachelor apart- 
ment rents for about $644 per 
month in the area, and even 
that is hard to come by. 

The benefits of living alone 
range from quiet nights to 
study, keeping the place as 
hot or cold as you like, par- 
ties, and the obvious appre- 
ciation of having your own 
personal space. 

But for some students, 
even $644 per month is too 
expensive. Some landlords 
are beginning to understand 
this, and are taking the idea 
of a bachelor apartment and 
turning that into a makeshift 
five-bachelor-apartments-in- 
one style suite. This shared- 
living accommodation, called 
a pod, is seemingly a win-win 
for both landlord and tenant. 
Students who are willing to 
lose their privacy and com- 
promise on other elements of 
living comfortably, ultimately 
save almost $300 per month. 

The downside is the shared 
kitchen and bathroom, per- 
sonality clashes, different 
study habits and potentially 
conflicting hygiene standards. 
Also, creating your own per- 
sonal space requires a hefty 
deadbolt on your bedroom 
door and an amazing pair of 
earplugs. 

For landlords of pods, mak- 
ing a profit over time is fairly 
simply. It's as if rent is pooled 
by ail of the students, but in 
reality, each student has his 
or her own contract and pri- 
vate bedroom. 

Although Conestoga College 
does not supplement housing 
costs, nor are the fees com- 
petitive at residence, almost 
everything is included in the 
price, including cable, local 
phone calls and Internet. The 
suites are fully furnished and 
offer the convenience factor 
of being five minutes from 
school. 

Traditional residence suites 
for an eight-month term run 
about $665 per month, where- 
as private suites are approxi- 
mately $825 per month. The 
difficulty in this style of liv- 
ing is that there is a com- 
mon kitchen for the whole 
floor, and few mini-appliances 
allowed in your suite. 

“(Residence) offers a safe 
place, for students . to test 


boundaries and know that 
there’s a small community of 
people (who) they get to meet 
by name or by face ... they 
have a lot of support con- 
stantly around them to help 
them with anything that can 
come up, especially in that 

Stephen Prentice, residence 
life co-ordinator. 

Another benefit of living in 
residence is that contracts are 
either four or eight months, so 
students don’t have to sublet 
over the summer. 

“If the roommate moves out 
for whatever reason, they 
don’t have to worry about 
their portion of the bills,” said 
Conestoga residence opera- 
tions manager, Mike DiFlorio. 

Students also have the oppor- 
tunity to work out payment 
scheduling for their accommo- 
dations if they find the lump 
sum payments difficult. 

Fourth-year accounting, 
auditing and information 
technology student, Mike 
Darling, has experienced two 
different housing options as 
a student after moving to the 
city from Winghara, Ont. 

“The biggest benefit (of liv- 
ing in Conestoga residence) 
was the ability to meet peo- 
ple in various programs and 
different towns and cities,” 
Darling said. 

The 20-year-old decided 
after his first year to move 
into off campus housing with 
some friends, but can appreci- 
ate both experiences. 

“Where I am now is a resi- 
dential neighbourhood, so 
there's very few students 


around us. When we do have 
people over, the neighbours 

landlord it’s great — if we 
have any problems or con- 
cerns he kills them right 
away,” Darling said. 

He added living off-cam- 
pus requires the maturity 
of enduring real world con- 
sequences - such as police 
shutting down parties, rather 
than residence advisers. 

Vicky Frichitthavong, a 
first-year early childhood 
education student at the col- 
lege from Listowel, Ont,, is 
living in residence, and is still 
waiting for her roommate to 

When deciding where to 
live, Frichitthavong envi- 
sioned her experience as “... 
more of an adventure ... I 
had all these ideas of what it 
would be like and it’s nothing 
near what I thought it would 
be," she said. 

The region won't help stu- 
dents by creating more afford- 
able housing until it is pre- 
dominantly students access- 
ing shelter or food bank ser- 
vices, and tbe post-secondary 
institutions find themselves 
losing potential students to 
schools in less expensive cit- 

However, with students 
boosting our local economy 
for eight months of the year, 
it is up to the region to facili- 
tate programs that would 
make housing more afford- 
able, thereby letting students 
focus more on school and less 
on their part-time jobs to pay 
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GLBTQ welcomes students 



BY DEVON HAYES 


Conestoga College’s GLBTQ 
Welcome Night had a turnout 
of approximately 50 people on 
Sept, 10 in the cafeteria’s Blue 
Room. Conestoga’s Student 
Life Centre, along with the 
GLBTQ community, planned 
a fun and informative evening 
for both new and returning 
students who gathered to mix, 
mingle and share their stories 
and experiences. 

Conestoga's GLBTQ commu- 
nity - which represents the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
transsexual and queer students 

for those looking for support 
and acceptance. 

The panel consisted of Kevin 
Bluck, a 2013 graduate of 
Conestoga's public relations 
program, second-year radio 
broadcast student Logan 
Ardelean, and Ashlea Welsh, 
a recreation and leisure stu- 
dent also in her second year. 

Ardelean, a transgender 
man, and Welsh, his fiancee, 
gave some insight into what 

as an individual. 

“It should be up to you 
whether or not you want to 
be referred to as *he' or 'she,” 


before I was a guy.” 

“People are not made for 
labels," Welsh added. 

Ardelean said being trans- 
gender at Conestoga has been 
a great experience, but that 

'There ore only two gender 
neutral bathrooms on cam- 
pus. So if I am in the C-wing 
and have to go to the bath- 

least 20 minutes of my class. 
We need more resources for 
people who we may not know 
exist at the school,” he said. 

Bluck, who founded 
Conestoga’s Gay Straight 
Allia n ce, said it is important 
for not only the gay communi- 
ty to be aware and informed. 

“I wanted that inclusivity 
- 1 don't just want it to be 
GLBTQ, I want there to be 
straight allies,” he said. Bluck 
also stressed that although so 
many people have so much to 
learn, we are always moving 
forward. 

“Glaciers move slow, but 
we’re getting there.” 

For more information about 
GLBTQ at Conestoga, you 
can e-mail pride@conestogac. 
on.ca or visit the Counselling 
Services website at www. 


Student Life Centre m 




Largest fair of its kind in the country 

CHREER 

fair 


Wednesday, 
September 25 
10am - 3:30pm 

RIM Park, Waterloo 


• Network with hundreds of employer representatives 
opportunities 

Free transportation to and from the Fair 
Admission is FREE and restricted to degree/diploma students a 
four sponsoring institutions with student/alumr 





We want to see student talent 
of all kinds. Show us what 
you can do, Conestoga. 


CSI Service 
Hub 2A108 


SIGN UP 


by Monday 
September 30 




The (new) great folk-rock revival 

Mumford & Sons leads the way with their Gentlemen of the Road tour 


Mumford & 
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Kevin Tome a third-year graphic design student at Conestoga College, poses beside his award-winning Dead Elephant beer packaging design which is featured In one of 


Conestoga student wins big 

Nabs $1,000 at graphic design competition 


BY BECKY SHEASBY 


from Conestoga College in 
the form of award-winning 
talent. Kevin Tome, a third- 
year graphic design student, 
is the winner of the Quarry 
Communications Award for 

"Typically all the keeners from 
various graphic design schools 
around the province summit to 
it, so typically your work has 
to be pretty tight," Franklin 
Flitton, a third-year Conestoga 
College graphic design student, 
said when asked if the competi- 
tion is tough. 

RGD, or the Association of 
Registered Graphic Designers, 
is the hub for hosting and 
distributing graphic design 
awards. RGD gathers a jury 
of 50 award-winning creative 
professionals to decide the 17 

ety of graphic design catego- 
ries, such as typography, web 
design and motion graphics, 
and the prize money is $1,000 



instantly I wanted to do it, 
because I had this one project 
that I thought could go the 
distance," Tome said. 

Conestoga College graphic 
design professors encourage 
second-year and third-year 
students to submit to the RGD 
competition. Not only is the 


reward. The exposure is a huge 
advantage in the competitive 
industry of graphic design. 

“It opened up a lot of oppor- 
tunities, because I'm getting 

actually got a job offer from 
one of the judges,” Tome said. 

Tome won the Quarry 
Communications Award with 
his submission featuring 
a package design for Dead 
Elephant beer. He took his 
inspiration from the beer's 
name and Matthieu Bessudo 
(professionally known as 
McBess), an illustrator who 
does cartoons with a classic 
Mickey Mouse feel but with a 

“I thought that could be real- 
ly interesting for the branding 
of Dead Elephant. And, it's 
this beer based off of Jumbo 
the Elephant, who was a cir- 
cus elephant and then died 
in a train crash, 1 thought 
that was pretty interesting, 
so I wanted to use that style, 
because it really evoked that 

RGD has distributed over 
$215,000 in cash awards 
to bring professionals and 
developing designers togeth- 

ing generation to strive for 

ested in getting involved 
or sponsoring the awards 
for 2014, contact Hilary 
Ashworth, RGD’s executive 
director, at hilary@grdon- 



Above is the black and white beer package design that won Kevin Tome an award at the RGD competition. 


COUNSELLOR’S CORNER: Loneliness 

Many of you are here from out of town; some are living away from 
home for the first time. What a change! There's no one to report to 
about what you are doing and when. Curfew - what's a curfew? 
There is also no one to ask, "How was your day?" “What time 
would you like to have dinner?" and to say ‘I love you.' 


The excitement of new freedom and opportunity may be tempered by homesickness - 
missing your family, friends and community. Slowly, you'll get to know some of your 
classmates, faculty, roommates and other peers. Perhaps you’ll get involved in 
intramural activities at the Recreation Centre and clubs and events through the student 
government, Read Spoke, your school newspaper, and visit Student Life to familiarize 
yourself with happenings on campus. 


You can meet with a counsellor in Counselling Services to talk about adjusting to your 
environment and to do some problem solving about getting involved in your college and 
your new community. 


A Message from Counselling Services. 
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Heart of the library is the staff 


rentals slowly 
aff are helping 


The Doon campus Library 




books housed on the shelves 
of the LRC, the online data- 
base offers thousands of 


al DVDs, Ur 
library director, insists the 
best available resource comes 
from the staff. 

“We have really helpful, 
knowledgeable, friendly staff 


them effectively and efficient 
ly, what's the point? That’i 
why we'r 


and t. 


help 


foundations student, Rojin 
Abdullah, said the online 


those resources can be used to 
the best possible advantage," 
Caldwell said. 

As society continues to 
progress toward the onlini 


LRC 


with a variety of information 
for past research projects. 

“... They gave me different 
points of views of things 1 
wouldn't have thought about 
myself," Abdullah said. 

Rachel Caldwell, manager 


are adapting a 
have recently introduced 
streaming videos available 


hat's not all that 
digital, item 
d by faculty for sti 




Pita pit’s 
“play OF 

THE GAME” 



DIY is alive in Waterloo next month 
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Check our online Virtual Learning Commons lor 

• Schedule 

Reserve your spot today! www, conestoga 
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HAPPENING HERE 


.EARNING SKILLS WORKSHOP SERIES 
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ON-CAMPUS 
CHIROPRACTOR 

Covered by CSI Health Plan 


Health & Wellness Office 
Room 2A100 748-5131 x3585 


KOI Music Fest 


growth 
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tickets $5 „ 

from the Service Hub * 


doors open at 8 • < 


in the Sanctuary 


Saturday September 28 


liquor and beer bar 



